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SOCIAL WORKERS — POLICE YOUTH LIAISON — MIRRABOOKA 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.53 pm]: In the Mirrabooka area, the engagement of three social 
workers since October 2012 to work with the west metropolitan police youth liaison officer has seen a 
significant reduction in offending behaviour by young prolific and priority offenders. The social workers were 
employed by the police and community youth centre community care unit, and are funded through the strategic 
crime prevention division for 12 months. This funding will cease at the end of October 2013—that is, today.  

This service is vital to the area to deliver a safer community. In the first eight months of the program, 29 young 
prolific and priority offenders were referred to one-on-one role modelling and support from the social workers, 
who have succeeded in having 18 of these offenders either cease offending or significantly reduce their 
offending behaviour. In eight months of the program, offences dropped from 232 to 15, which has made suburbs 
in the west metropolitan area, in particular, Mirrabooka, Balga and Westminster, safer. It has also enabled these 
young people to live better lives.  

The minister and police have acknowledged the success of this program through the establishment of a mirror 
project in the south east metropolitan corridor. It is the youth engagement service and will be funded through 
national crime prevention funding. Why has the minister announced that this successful program will be 
established in the south east metropolitan corridor, while shutting it in the west metropolitan area, thereby 
leaving the youth liaison officer with no support and putting our community back at risk? These kids need 
intensive work. Currently, there are four police youth liaison officers and three PCYCs in the south east metro 
area, while the areas of the west metro area with the greatest need have no PCYC and only one police youth 
liaison officer. 
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